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Welcome to AP Computer Science Principles (AP CSP). AP CSP introduces students to the 
foundational concepts of computer science and challenges them to explore how computing and 
technology can impact the world. With a unique focus on creative problem solving and real-
world applications, AP Computer Science Principles prepares students for college and career. 
 

Whether it’s 3-D animation, engineering, music, app development, medicine, visual design, 
robotics, or political analysis, computer science is the engine that powers the technology, 
productivity, and innovation that drive the world. Computer science experience has become an 
imperative for today’s students and the workforce of tomorrow.  

This computer science course is built around the fundamentals of computing which include 
problem solving, working with data, understanding the Internet, cybersecurity, and 
programming.The computational thinking practices we will focus on are connecting 
computing, creating computational artifacts, abstracting, analyzing problems and artifacts, 
communicating, collaborating.    
 

The BIG IDEAS  of the course include:  
 
Creativity, Abstraction, Data and Information, Algorithms, Programming, The 
Internet, and Global Impact 

 
Finally, I recommend that you spread out the summer assignment. Please do not try to complete 
it all in the final week of the summer. AP CSP takes time to process and grasp at a level 
necessary for success. Remember, AP CSP is a college level course. Taking a college level 
course in high school is difficult, requires dedication, and is a great investment in your education 
so prepare yourself and arrive ready to learn.  
 
I am looking forward to our year together.  Have a great summer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I.  Reading 
Blown to bits is the textbook we will be using this year.  It is free and can be accessed by 
clicking the image or here.  Note that throughout the year, you will be given quizzes on 
the vocabulary and other content from this book.  If you would like a hard cover copy, 
the book can also be purchased on Amazon for about $24.  

 
 

• Read the first three chapters: Digital Explosion, Naked in the Sunlight, and Ghosts in the 
Machine.  
 

• Identify key terms and phrases relevant to computers that you suspect we will be using 
and write the terms and their definitions (in the context of computers). Your list should 
contain at least 30 computer related terms and their definitions. 

 
 

This will be something you will submit at the beginning of the school year for grade. 
 


